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SA Soaring is published three to four times 
per year (depending on member 
participation) and posted in hard copy to all 
SSSA members, as well as other interested 
parties in South Africa and internationally. 
 
Articles, photographs, reports and news are 
eagerly encouraged from readers and clubs. 
 
The current Editorial Team of Susan Walker 
and Peter Wooley is unable to continue with 
the production of SA Soaring in 2013.  The 
good news is that a new editor, Peter Lewis, 
is taking over with immediate effect. 
 
We wish Peter everything of the best with 
the work and hope that the advertisers, 
SSSA members and clubs continue to 
support SAõs only gliding magazine as 
strongly as they have so far.  The new 
editorõs e-mail is peter.a.s.lewis@gmail.com 
 
The contents of SA Soaring may be 
reprinted with the permission of the editor 
and author. 
 

Contents            

Editorial News Snips           2 

World Gliding Championships, Uvalde, Texas        3 

Drakensberg Wave Camp 2012           19 

Pioneer Glider Pilots in South Africa       21 

Gariep Gliding Centre @ Douglas       24 

Adamsfontein Flying Club        25 

Gariep Dam Gliding         27 

This is Africa          28 

News from the SSSA         28 

News from the Clubs: 

Akavlieg Potchefstroom      ZZ 

Drakensberg Soaring Club       31 

Cape Gliding Club        32 

Vaal River Gliding Club        33 

East Rand Gliding Club        34 

Magalies Glidiing Camp        35 

Howick Gliding Club        35 

Looking back at Soaring in South Africa       37 

Those were the Days, These were the Pilots      40 

Bettyõs Wave          43 

The BJ Team          45 

On the Air, In the Air         47 

Safety Section          48 

GLIDING: A Collection of Characters       52 

Memberõs Ads          54 

Enhancing Gel Coat         56 

New Transponders for Sailplanes       61 

New Portable Gliding Naé.        62 

New Transponder from PJ Aviation       63 

Exciting Soaring Event January 2013       63 

SA Gliding Club List         48 

SSSA Exco List           49 

 

Advertisers in Alphabetical Order 

Alexander Schleicher             51 

Cornerstone Risk Management           14 

Markõs Aircraft Refurbishers    

Members Advertisements           45 

PJ Aviation            42 

Zond Aviation             29 

 

http://www.sssa.org.za/
mailto:peter.a.s.lewis@gmail.com


South African Soaring 

 

 

December 2012         Page 2 

 
 
 
 

 
This edition of SA Soaring is a little late, but 
we hope you find this òdoubleó edition 
worth having waited for. 
 
The editors would like to thank all the 
contributors and advertisers that have 
supported SA Soaring over the last six issues 
ð without you there would have been no SA 
Soaring. 
 
Following on from the last issue 
Regarding the article on Slingsby Eagles in 
the August edition of SA Soaring, Carol 
Clifford informs us that her father, Frank 
Foster, was World Champion (number two 
pilot) with Nick Goodhart (number one 
pilot) in the Slingsby Eagle during the 1956 
World Gliding Championship at St. Yan, 
France. 
 
The Old and the New in Gliding 

In this edition we have featured òVintage 
Glidingó including names and photographs 
from the archives of South African gliding.  
This material deserves to be shown so it can 
be retrieved later on, if only to prove that 
gliding once took place in South Africa, just 
as it did in Zimbabwe.  A special thank you 
goes to Bill Teague in Vancouver, Canada, 
for the names and also for many of the 
interesting photographs. 
 
Legible Text 
For the optically challenged, we have 
increased the font size of SA Soaring. 
 
Bob Moore 
Carol Clifford from Magalies GC reports: òI 
am afraid to say that we have learnt that Bob Moore 
has died at his home in Rustenburg.  A sad day 
indeed.  Bob had been a member of the Club for 
many years since he moved from Zimbabwe.ó 
 
The editors are once more appealing to all 
SSSA members to come forward with items 
of interest which can be included in the next 
edition of SA Soaring. 

 

 
A spring day at Worcester, Western Cape - Photo taken by Jon Cross from 7500õ near Slanghoek, looking east 

towards the town and the snow-capped Hex River mountain range 

Editorsõ News Snips 
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Carol Clifford, Team Manager 
 
The SA team members left South African 
shores over a period of time, depending on 
where each person was headed, as there 
were cars, gliders and so forth to be 
collected from across America, as well as 
gliders to be unpacked from containers that 
had been shipped from South Africa 
approximately eight weeks earlier. 
 
After months of planning, preparation, 
container-packing, e-mails back and forth 
both internally and with the USA, and all the 
many details - as the òAó Team of TV fame 
used to say òItõs great when a plan comes 
togetheró. 
 
As a team it had been agreed that we would 
prefer to stay in private homes rather than 
hotel rooms (definitely cheaper and a lot 
more comfortable).  Team members were 
divided into four groups staying in three 
houses and one apartment.  All were 
equipped with air-conditioning and wi-fi.  
Mark and Gunter had the apartment, which 
Mark found a little claustrophobic having no 
garden and few windows, but it definitely 
suited Gunterõs the social life-styl (in 
particular), as it was right across the road 
from The Huddle, Uvaldeõs nightlife òinó 
spot! 

The house that had originally been arranged 
for the Jonkers was withdrawn two weeks 
prior to our leaving (I believe the stress for 
the elderly couple of having a group of guys 
and all the necessary preparations became 
too much), but thanks to emails back and 
forth, an alternative house was found within 
a few days, which proved a lot more suitable 
and closer.  It was on a small hill 
overlooking the airfield (by road a mere 3 
km.), and there was a covered carport, which 
soon became the off-airfield workshop for 
Jonker Sailplanes.  Being so close to the 
airfield, Uys and Attie would usually ôretireõ 
to the house after our team briefing and 
prior to flying for relaxation. 
 
Arriving in Uvalde after the wintery 
temperatures of South Africa, the heat was 
scorching - reaching well into the 100õsÁF 
most days and remaining in the high 30°C 
range until late in the evening. 
 
The daily routine would see the Team 
members reaching  the airfield by 
approximately 8 a.m. in order to prepare and 
ready the gliders whilst temperatures were 
still acceptably cooler.  The gliders are then 
weighed and parked on the grid positions 
alongside the runway prior to the daily 10.15 
a.m. briefing.  Gridding the gliders and 
launching would take place from 12.15 
onwards, and depending on the tasks set, 
pilots could be finishing from 5 p.m. 
onwards, but invariably it was well after 
6.30/7 p.m. 
 
The organization did a sterling job with 
many wonderful people involved, someof 
whom had travelled long distances from 
various parts of the States.  Some had 
attended the previous WGC held in Uvalde 
in 1991, but most importantly the vast 
majority of helpers were competition-

World Gliding 
Championship 
Uvalde, Texas 
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experienced and knew ôthe ropesõ as to what 
was expected and required. 
 
Dick Bradley was there in his official 
position as Chief Steward, and as such was 
kept quite busy.  We, as competing teams, 
were not aware of the many issues he had to 
contend and deal with.  As in years past, 
Dick managed to acquire the use of a 
bicycle, but this time it was not pink and it 
had no basket!  Seriously though, thank you, 
Dick, for your involvement and ensuring 
organising was kept more or less on the 
ôstraight and levelõ! 
 
Preparations commenced a good 18 months 
ahead of the event with arranging for the 
glider tie-down area on the airfield to be 
grassed.  Thank goodness, but despite this, 
the gravel road to the glider tie-down road 
produced a lot of dust, so there were 
continued requests for pilots/crews to drive 
slowly and still slower.  Similarly, out on the 
airfield, with the progressively hot and dry 
conditions the ground was literally a ôdust 
bowlõ and there were many who did not 
appreciate the amount of dust a car can 
create and they drove too fast.  There were 
many seriously upset pilots and crew whose 
cleaning and polishing went to waste due to 
the on-going dust.  In the final week of the 
Championships, a truck watered the area 
which helped, but only slightly. 
 
A number of facilities at the South West 
Junior College, outside the airfield grounds, 
were used for the administrative activities.  
The daily briefing was held in the 
gymnasium, various class-rooms were used 
for team rooms, and dormitory 
accommodation was also available for those 
requesting them ð thankfully we had 
arranged our own accommodation, as the 
rooms at the College left a lot to be desired, 
we were told. 

 
A huge marquee had also been set up on the 
edge of the airfield as the social meeting 
venue where the public could watch the 
activities at launch time, pilots met after 
flying for beers, food and other drinks, for 
local stall-holders, and/or for social events 
such as team parties.  Although there were 
successful team parties in the marquee, it 
was too hot under the canvas to meet there 
after flying so it was just not well utilised.  
The SA teamõs ôthink tankõ was definitely the 
preferred meeting place. 
 
Our team classroom was conveniently 
situated close to the briefing gymnasium, the 
College canteen, as well as the organiserõs 
administration rooms.  However, it was a 
single storey building with many other 
buildings and trees around it, so although we 
did have radio reception it certainly was not 
the best, nor as good as some of the other 
teams, despite our aerial being up on the 
roof of the building.  Wi-fi connectivity was 
available on the airfield and in the College, 
which was great, so team members were 
often skype-ing family and loved ones. 
 
Leo and Jen ð the Jonker Sailplanes agent in 
the States were involved with the shipping 
of the containers and ensuring that 
everything worked smoothly on the USA 
side upon arrival, as well as departure.  Leo 
also made the arrangements for the Jonker 
container to be trucked to and from Uvalde 
and for a local crane company to off-load 
once at the airfield.  It was essential that the 
container was at the airfield, as four gliders 
had only two trailers between them, so if 
there had been serious storms, the two 
gliders could have been de-rigged into the 
container.  Thanks to you both for all the 
help and running around that you did for the 
Team whilst at Uvalde. 
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This particular World Championships will be 
remembered especially for the great 
camaraderie and spirit amongst the SA Team 
as a whole.  The pilots had efficient and 
reliable crew, all of whom knew what was 
required of them ð but more than that, they 
were always prepared to go that extra mile 
(both with crewing duties and socializing 
too!).  After flying, the crew members were 
always ready at the side of the landing 
taxiway to pull off other gliders if they were 
ahead of the SA pilots, thereby ensuring that 
the area was clear.  Organisers of the WGC 
were more than complimentary of our 
crewõs efficiency, saying òyou are obviously 
doing something right because Team South Africa 
was a real standout in a lot of ways.ó 
 
Apart from members who were involved in 
organising, the local inhabitants of Uvalde 
were so friendly and welcoming.  Each 
International Team had a local business host 
ð the South African team had the great 
fortune of being hosted by the local 
newspaper, the Uvalde Leader-News.  Craig 
and Melissa Garnett were amazingly 
hospitable offering us the use of their 
swimming pool and sharing dinners with us 
ð the perfect hosts.  We were very lucky to 
have such generous and lovely people. 
 
The porta-pool that was bought locally, had 
been strategically placed at the glider tie-
down area and proved to be a major success 
after flying for both the pilots and crew, but 
notably it was not used for swimming; rather 
for relaxation, cooling off, partaking of 
several beers and a lot of ôquestionableõ 
conversation! 
 
Prior to the Team leaving for America, 
Stephan van den Berg was very pro-active in 
arranging sponsorship, and thanks are 
extended to Stephan for his efforts.  For 

their assistance to the Team, thanks also go 
to the following: 
 

¶ Adventure Inc. for sponsoring Buff 
Head-wear 

¶ Cape Cycle Systems for sponsoring 
Camelbak hydration systems 

¶ GoPro SA for sponsoring GoPro 
cameras 
 
The Team also extends thanks to:  

¶ Jonker Sailplanes for sponsoring team 
golf shirts, which were sky blue in colour 
and team members could be quickly 
spotted amongst the crowd 

¶ Peter How/Afriair provided the loan of a 
handheld radio 

¶ The Soaring Society of SA is thanked for 
their continued support of SA Teams 
attending World Championships, as they 
pay for the entry fees for each pilotõs 
participation 

¶ Steve Thomas was also on his computer 
in Wales ensuring that my daily 
reports/blogs/mutterings (whatever you 
wish to call them) appeared on the 
website and Facebook 

¶ Dennis Jankelow & Associates, Costello 
Insurance in USA, and the WGC 
organisers for their involvement in 
arranging the mandatory glider insurance 
for our teamõs JS1 gliders flown in USA 

¶ Thanks are also given to all of our friends 
around the world who sent messages, e-
mails, Facebook entries, and/or who 
came and visited us in Uvalde ð this 
support was wonderful and greatly 
appreciated 

 
In closing I would like to add my own 
thanks to the pilots for doing so well, 
coming fourth overall as a Team (behind 
Poland, Great Britain and Germany) and 
beating other excellent countries; also to the 
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crew members who did such a fantastic job 
so often in intense heat and really dusty 
conditions; and last but not least to Bobby 
who graciously agreed to my going yet again 
as Team Manager, and who managed to 
survive for four weeks on his own cooking! 
 

Open Class Results 
1: Laurent Aboulin, France, Quintus, 12084 
2: Michael Sommer, Germany, EB29, 11977 
3: Oscar Goudriaan, S.Africa, JS1C, 11835 
9: Laurens Goudriaan, S.Africa, JS1C, 11263 
 

18m Class 
1: Zbigniew Nieradka, Poland, ASG29-18, 12170 
2: Lukasz Wojcik, Poland, ASG29-18, 11840 
3: Mike Young, Gt. Britain, ASG29-18, 11774 
6: Uys Jonker, S Africa, JS1B, 11543 
12: Attie Jonker, S Africa, JS1B, 11308 

 
15m Class Results 

1: Sebastian Kawa, Poland, Diana 2, 11062 
2: Matthias Sturm, Germany, Ventus 2ax, 10628 
3: Radek Krejcirik, Czech, Ventus 2ax, 10526 
20: Mark Holliday , S Africa, ASW27, 9610 

 

Mark Holliday  
On Uvalde 

 

What an adventure!  My trip to Texas to 
compete in the 32nd World Champs started 
with a 2 500km road trip from Los Angeles.  
My crew, Gunter Kruger and I, towed a 
rented ASW27 behind an X5 borrowed 
from Thorsten Streppel, who has flown in 
South Africa before.  The FAA demanded a 
bi-annual flight review, which I did en-route 
at Tehachapi, on the Northern rim of the 
Mojave Desert, where I experienced my first 
5m thermals.  The three day drive then took 
us through the Mojave Desert, recording 
temperatures of 45oC, via the Grand Canyon 
in Nevada, Roswell in New Mexico (no 
aliens spotted) and down to Southern Texas. 
 

We drove into the airfield under cloud 
streets that stretched to the horizon and 
parked in the SA team spot next to the USA 
team.  The four JS1õs had just landed and all 
we could see were broad grins from the 
Jonkers and Goudriaans. 
 
After more FAA red tape we were only 
ready to fly on the first official practise day 
two days later.  I was not disappointed.  It 
was forecast to be a relatively weak day with 
3m thermals and we easily flew the 520km 
task at 130kph.  What took a few days to 
realise was that the air carried much more 
energy than at home and you could start 
final glide a long way out while being fairly 
assured that you would get home.  At the 
end of the competition I was starting final 
glide on the second last leg, about 160km 
from home.  The Open Class boys would 
often fly over 200km without turning! 
 
Unfortunately Uvaldeõs famous cloud streets 
only featured on the first two practise days 
and the last two competition days, one of 
which was cancelled (in the 15m class) due 
to a mid-air collision and bale out.  
Nevertheless, the weather did not 
disappoint.  Texas had the highest recorded 
temperatures in 100 years, often over 44oC, 
and we had thermal heights of up to 2 000m 
on most days. 
 
The terrain was quite formidable, very much 
like the Mpumalanga bushveld and the out-
landing fields were few and far between.  We 
learnt to trust the energy in the air and I was 
never nervous about not making it to an 
airfield.  On one occasion, to the great relief 
of my crew, I scraped home after a 620km 
task at 8:18pm, two minutes before sunset!  
This was the only day that there were a lot 
of land outs. 
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The weather briefing was very detailed and 
generally fairly accurate as regards the tasks 
set.  The tasks were usually in the 500ð
600km range for the 15m Class, and up to 
740km for the Open Class.  After 20 days of 
flying, I had logged 102 hours and 10 015km. 
 
The SA Teamõs results were remarkably 
good considering the strong opposition, 
with Oscar winning three days and getting 
the Bronze medal.  Uys and Laurens finished 
in the top 10 and it was the first time that 
the entire team finished in the top 20.  The 
Team finished fourth overall in the Team 
Cup, narrowly being beaten by the Germans 
and beating such strong teams as France. 
 
There is no doubt in my mind that a large 
contribution to our success was the 
fantastically energetic support of Captain 
Carol and the crew: Gunter, Richard, AP, 
Stephan as well as Ronald and Bossie, who 
worked really hard in the Team Room, 
relaying weather updates, opposition tactics 
and then kept us amused with reports of 
their nocturnal mischief.  The organisers 
frequently commented on the energetic 
contribution the lads made, especially at 
landing time, when up to 50 gliders would 
land within 10 minutes of each other! 
 
Yet, the biggest laughs we had were in our 
swimming pool (òze sink tankó), cooling 
down after a long day of flying, telling war 
stories and jokes over a few beers.  This all 
fostered a team spirit and energy that was 
the envy of most other teams, especially 
when fatigue set in towards the end of the 
comp. 
 
Lastly, we could not believe how hospitable 
the Texans were to us.  Each team was 
adopted by a small local business and family, 
and we were lucky enough to get Craig and 
Melissa Garnett, the owners of the local 

newspaper, The Uvalde-Leader News.  We 
were welcome at their pool every day and 
there was always a large cooler box filled 
with beer and cool drinks, and while we 
were chilling, Melissa would bring out a 
plate of snacks. 
 
As expensive as the event may have been, it 
was cheap at the price, for we have a lifetime 
of memories, stories and new friends 
 

Oscar Goudriaanõs 
Uvalde Experience 

 
The team to participate in the 32nd WGC for 
flapped classes, which was to be held in 
Uvalde, Texas, was finalized after the 2010 
South African Nationals in order to give the 
selected team 18 months to prepare and 
organise gliders.  The selected pilots were 
myself and Arnold Geerlings in the Open 
Class, Attie and Uys Jonker in the 18 meter 
class, and Mark Holiday and Laurens 
Goudriaan in the 15m class.  Unfortunately, 
Arnold had to withdraw for personal 
reasons, which saw Laurens take his place in 
the Open Class, leaving Mark to fly alone in 
the 15 meter Class.  Laurens and I would be 
flying a 21m wingspan Open Class version 
of the JS1 ð at that stage still highly secret 
and still on the drawing board, Attie and Uys 
would be flying the JS1õs, and Mark would 
be flying an ASW 27 that he rented in the 
US. 
 
For the first time, regular team training 
weekends were held, mostly in 
Potchefstroom, where strategy, tactics, and 
mental alertness were comprehensively 
addressed.  These sessions were well 
attended, not only by the pilots, but also the 
SA Team going to Argentina in early 2013, 
as well as the young and upcoming pilots.  It 
was felt by all that these sessions contributed 
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to the preparation and the eventual success 
of the team.  Personally, I had a couple of 
sessions with Piet Koornhof, who is a 
Neuro-Linguistic Programming (NLP) 
Coach.  He gave me a couple of mental tools 
that I could use to combat fatigue and 
overcome anxiousness and stress.  In this 
level of competition, the pilotõs mental state 
and preparedness plays a huge part in the 
eventual results. 
 
The two Open Class JS1õs were finished just 
in time to be shipped to the USA, giving me 
only a couple of flights in the glider before it 
had to leave.  Ideally, I would have wanted 
more than the 10 hours to acquaint myself 
with the glider, but it was not to be.  
Fortunately the gliders arrived on schedule 
and undamaged in Uvalde, where the 
advance team of AP Kotze, Uys and Attie 
Jonker started unpacking the container. 
 
Richard Starke, who was my crew for the 
contest, and I left for the US on the 23 July, 
and after about 40 hours of travelling and 
sitting on airports, arrived in a very hot 
Uvalde, where the team had already gathered 
around the pool of our Uvalde hosts, Craig 
and Melissa Garnett, who own the local 
Uvalde Leader-News newspaper.  These 
were probably two of the nicest and most 
hospitable people I have ever met. 
 
Although I flew my first WGC in Uvalde in 
1991, I could recall very little of that 
experience.  I was slightly concerned about 
the performance of the 21m JS1, as I had no 
idea how it would perform in comparison to 
the new Quintus, the 23m Antares or the 
Concordia.  My fears were soon proven to 
be baseless, as flying with these gliders 
during the practise week, I found that I 
could easily run with them, and even outrun 
the Quintus at speeds above 200km/h. 
 

We settled into a routine quickly and I was 
very attentive to conserving my energy and 
remaining as relaxed and focused as 
possible.  Although some pilots had issues 
with the organiserõs way of doing things, I 
thought the preparations of the organisers 
were good, and the contest was well run.  
Texas was in the middle of a severe drought, 
which inhibited the formation of the famous 
Uvalde cloud streets, although we had good 
cumulus clouds on most days.  I elected to 
fly only a couple of days during the practise 
week in an effort to conserve energy, as I 
was convinced that only the fittest and 
mentally strong pilots would remain 
competitive up to the end. 
 
On a typical day, Richard and I would arrive 
at the field at 08h00 to fill the ballast and 
prepare the glider.  We would be gridded, or 
staged as they called it, at 09h00, after which 
we would retire to the team room at the 
South-West Texas Junior College, situated 
next to the airfield.  Briefing was at 10h15, 
followed by a team meeting, again in the 
team room.  There we would discuss such 
things as strategy, possible speeds, optimum 
start times and airspace constraints. 
Gridding was normally at noon and first 
launch at around 1pm.  Optimal start times 
were normally between 14h30 and 15h00, 
and task lengths were mostly in the 400 ð 
700km range.  It felt strange to have about 
400km left to go on a task at 17h00.  After 
flying, the flight logs would be submitted 
and the pilots would cool down and relax in 
the South African pool, which we had 
erected on the airfield.  After the gliders 
were tied down, the crew would join the 
pilots in the pool for a couple of beers.  The 
pool was one of our brighter ideas, as 
temperatures rose to about 40oC at around 
17h00 in the afternoon, and it was common 
to have ambient temperatures still in the 
high 30õs at 21h00. 



South African Soaring 

 

 

December 2012         Page 9 

 
I have been to nine WGCõs and this was 
certainly the most enjoyable one.  The 
weather was excellent, the tasks were 
challenging. I had a good glider and an 
excellent crew in Richard Starke.  Having a 
good crew is essential to performing well in 
a contest of this nature, and the SA team 
crew was an integral part of the teamõs 
success.  Everyone in the team did their part, 
crews helped one another and the pilots 
(mostly) listened to Carol.  The team had a 
lot of ex-pat visitors - Johannes Lombaard 
and Shack Roberts who live in the USA, and 
Arjan Schaap who arrived in the second 
week, amongst others.  And the 
overwhelming support the team received 
from not only South Africa, but also from 
around the globe via e-mail and Facebook 
was tremendous.  It really adds another 
dimension to the flying, and makes one 
proud and humble at the same time. 
 

Laurens Goudriaanõs 
Uvalde Experience 

 
Having flown in 16 World Championships I 
have to confess that Uvalde 2012 was one of 
the best comps that I have attended.  The 
weather was great - long tasks with high 
speeds and very few out-landings, made this 
contest one of the greatest, with all previous 
records being broken.  With the new JS1C, 
which is suited for this kind of weather, 
everything fell into place.  The organisation 
and task setting was up to standard, unlike in 
Hungary where it left much to be desired! 
 
Flying the new Open Class JS1C is a dream, 
easy to handle both in the air and on the 
ground. 
 
The Uvalde tasks in 2012 were much longer 
than those set at the 1991 Uvalde 

championship.  Technology has changed 
and it is easier to verify the flights than in 
those days (GPS versus camera and maps 
and needing to develop film).  This means 
more time can be spent in the air, even 
though the weather was better in 1991.  This 
time we only saw a òtypicaló Uvalde day on 
the second last competition day.  We flew an 
average task speed over the last 60 minutes 
at an average speed of 214km/h - something 
that needed to be done - there was no 
turning, just pulling up in strong thermals as 
you couldnõt let the speed drop below 
180km/h or you would have been left 
behind without a chance to catch up again. 
 
The team itself was the best I have been part 
of, with camaraderie being superb plus 
having the knowledge and experience from 
Carol being a major asset.  The crews were 
particularly good in the way that they 
handled themselves with their tasks. 
 

THANKS TO YOU ALL 
 

Uys and Attie 
Jonkerõs View 

 
The Uvalde World Championship was 
regarded by the whole team as the most 
enjoyable World Championship to date.  
The team consisted of Oscar and Laurens 
Goudriaan in the Open Class flying the 21m 
JS1, Attie and Uys Jonker with the 18m JS1s 
and Mark Holiday in the 15m class, flying an 
ASW27. 
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Back row (L-R): AP, Richard, Attie, Gunter, 
Mark, Arjan, Carol, Susy & Laurens 
Front row (L-R): Uys, Stephan 

 
Preparation: 
The South Africa team started with 
preparations just after the 2010 Worlds in 
Hungary with a series of team practice 
sessions that were organised at 
Potchefstroom throughout the period from 
2010 to 2012.  This consisted of team 
discussions on strategy and practice flights.  
These sessions were chaired by Oscar and 
proved to be really valuable in preparing and 
ògellingó the team into a unit.  (By the way, 
these sessions are open to all glider pilots 
wanting to improve their own game.  So, 
come and join us and give yourself the 
opportunity to improve your game). 
 
During the preparation for the 
Championship it was concluded that the 
weather might be really good and that most 
days will be contest days.  This, in addition 
to the extreme high temperatures, lead the 
team to realise that fatigue would be a 
problem to be managed carefully - each pilot 
prepared himself to be physically fit.  Attie 
prepared by taking up cycling and running: 
òI put 1 100km on my bike the last 3 months 
before the contest and Uys and I did a 4.5km run 
every morning whilst in the US.  The result was that 
I never felt tired or got fatigued during the Champsó.   

Most team members prepared similarly in 
one way or another. 
 
The gliders were shipped to the US at the 
end of May.  JS sent two containers to the 
US: the òUS containeró with three JS1s 
including a trailer, and the òJSó container, 
carrying the four gliders of Oscar, Laurens, 
Uys and Attie.  òWe had the added pressure of 
developing an Open Class version of the JS1 from 
the beginning of 2011.  This was a mammoth task 
in that all the design calculations for the whole 
airframe had to be redone, the wing structure re-
designed and wingtip moulds manufactured, all in 
the time frame of one year.ó 
 

 
 

 
The New 21m JS1 Revelation 

 
The first JS1-C 21 flew in March 2012, 
completing a number of high-stress 
certification test flights and the factory 
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finished another three 21m versions in time 
for the container shipment.  Packing of the 
container lasted until one oõclock on the 
Sunday morning before the trucks left for 
Cape Town harbour, with some JS1Cs being 
test flown until last light on the Saturday 
afternoon.  At least the JS1 drivers had four 
weeks to recover from this episode but the 
poor JS personnel had to wait those four 
weeks before entering relax mode!   
 
The Jonker brothers left Potchefstroom on 
16 July, about three weeks before the start of 
the Championships.  This was so that they 
could have time to acclimatise, learn to live 
in Texas and unpack the containers.  The 
first South African to arrive in the US was 
AP, driving the JS1 of Stan Palmer from 
Minden near the West Coast to Uvalde!  He 
then delivered this glider (at the end of the 
contest) to its owner in Washington DC, 
driving right across the whole of the US! 
 
When the Jonker brothers arrived in Dallas, 
they were handed a gigantic Ford F250, 
named by Mark Holliday the òYellow 
Submarineó.  The òshortó detour via 
Houston Gliding Club was probably not 
such a smart move; unpacking the òUSó-
container with two new JS1-Cõs and JS1-B in 
100% humidity with temperatures in the 
high thirties and mosquitoes and red ants 
really òbigger and betteró, required serious 
self-discipline in keeping your òcooló.  If it 
wasnõt for the hospitality of the Houston 
Gliding Club members, the fantastic air-
conditioned clubhouse and food, one might 
have been tempted to delete this experience 
from ones memory. 
 

 
 
The journey by the Jonker brothers from 
Houston to Uvalde was not as uneventful as 
anticipated.  The Yellow Submarineõs 
temperature gauge went off the clock near 
the town of Seguin.  Extremely friendly 
technical personnel at the local Ford 
Dealership replaced the soccer ball shaped 
blown-up water reservoir and flushed the 
radiator in an attempt to clear the water 
ports through the oil cooler.  òTake it easy 
and she might survive a few more weeksó 
was the advice that came with the hundred 
dollar bill, allowing us to arrive at Uvalde by 
midnight. 
 
The JS container arrived that same day at 
Uvalde.  The unpacking was not as straight 
forward as the Goudriaan brothers would 
have wanted to believe!  Starting early on the 
first morning allowed us to progress to 
getting the bottom trailer out.  (The two 
trailers were stacked with the axles removed 
and two more gliders secured on both sides 
of the bottom trailer.)  At 11 oõclock with 
temperatures inside the container probably 
exceeding 50°C, they called it a day. 
 


